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The PeopleThe People

41.2 million Americans without 41.2 million Americans without 
health insurancehealth insurance
•• 10.1 million uninsured are poor10.1 million uninsured are poor
•• 3.3 million are near poor3.3 million are near poor

10 million seniors without 10 million seniors without 
prescription coverageprescription coverage



The ProblemThe Problem

Those without prescription coverage Those without prescription coverage 
pay the highest ratespay the highest rates

Many go without or take Many go without or take 
medications improperly to save medications improperly to save 
moneymoney

The result is that many who are The result is that many who are 
poor and lack prescription coverage poor and lack prescription coverage 
are putting their health at riskare putting their health at risk



The StatesThe States

States like Maine, Michigan, and States like Maine, Michigan, and 
Florida taking on the drug industryFlorida taking on the drug industry

Smaller states developing buying Smaller states developing buying 
cooperativescooperatives

StateState--supported prescription supported prescription 
assistance programs for seniors assistance programs for seniors 
and othersand others



The Federal GovernmentThe Federal Government

Efforts to establish a Efforts to establish a 
prescription drug benefit for prescription drug benefit for 
Medicare recipientsMedicare recipients

Office of Pharmacy Affairs Office of Pharmacy Affairs 
providing technical assistance providing technical assistance 
and grantsand grants

Medicare.Medicare.govgov



The Pharmaceutical IndustryThe Pharmaceutical Industry

Patient assistance programsPatient assistance programs

Discount cards for seniorsDiscount cards for seniors



Network CollaboratorsNetwork Collaborators

Health departmentsHealth departments
HospitalsHospitals
Private physicians’ officesPrivate physicians’ offices
PharmaciesPharmacies
Community health centersCommunity health centers
Free clinicsFree clinics
Area Agencies on AgingArea Agencies on Aging
UniversitiesUniversities
FoundationsFoundations



Strategies for Accessing Free Strategies for Accessing Free 
and Lowand Low--Cost MedicationsCost Medications

FreeFree
•• Drug samplesDrug samples
•• Patient assistance programs (Patient assistance programs (PAPsPAPs))
•• Bulk donationsBulk donations

CostCost--savingsaving
•• Discount cardsDiscount cards
•• Discounts from local pharmaciesDiscounts from local pharmacies
•• Public Health Service drug pricing (340b)Public Health Service drug pricing (340b)
•• Bulk purchasingBulk purchasing
•• Pharmacy benefit managers (PBM)Pharmacy benefit managers (PBM)



Effective ModelsEffective Models

West Virginia Health RightWest Virginia Health Right

CommunCommun--II--CareCare

Senior Senior PHARMAssistPHARMAssist

CenLACenLA Medication Access ProgramMedication Access Program



VIH ResourcesVIH Resources
Case studiesCase studies
RxAssistRxAssist website website –– www.rxassist.orgwww.rxassist.org
RxAssistRxAssist Plus softwarePlus software
Product listsProduct lists
•• Pharmacy inventory softwarePharmacy inventory software
•• PAP tracking softwarePAP tracking software
ManualsManuals
•• Managing samplesManaging samples
•• Starting a pharmaceutical access programStarting a pharmaceutical access program
•• Accessing patient assistance programs (in Accessing patient assistance programs (in 

progress)progress)
Technical assistanceTechnical assistance
AdvocacyAdvocacy

http://www.rxassist.org/
http://www.rxassist.org/


Other ResourcesOther Resources
Office of Pharmacy AffairsOffice of Pharmacy Affairs
Association of Clinicians for the Association of Clinicians for the 
UnderservedUnderserved
MedpinMedpin
Useful websitesUseful websites
•• www.medicare.govwww.medicare.gov
•• www.phrma.orgwww.phrma.org
•• www.helpingpatients.orgwww.helpingpatients.org
•• www.www.needymedsneedymeds.org.org
•• www.www.rxhoperxhope.com.com

http://www.medicare.gov/
http://www.phrma.org/
http://www.helpingpatients.org/
http://www.needymeds.org/
http://www.rxhope.com/


A National Resource on Caring for the UninsuredA National Resource on Caring for the Uninsured
11--877877--844844--84428442

www.volunteersinhealthcare.orgwww.volunteersinhealthcare.org
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