
Governing Council

Governing Council/Members

The 16 charter members represent organizations interested in public health, rural health, health 
workforce development, health policy and health research and direct healthcare services.  These 
individuals represent the eight Southern Rural Access Program states -- Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas and West Virginia.

Alabama
John Higginbotham PhD, 
MPH
Institute for Rural Health 
Research
The University of Alabama
Box 870326 Nott Hall
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35487-
0326
Phone: 205-348-7259
Fax:
E-mail: jhiggin@cchs.ua.edu

Clyde Barganier DrPH
Office of Primary Care & 
Rural Health
PO Box 303017
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-
3017
Phone: 334-206-5396
Fax:     334-206-5434
E-mail: cbarganier@adph.
state.al.us

Mississippi
Robert M. Pugh, Vice Chair
Mississippi Primary Health 
Care Association
6400 Lakeover Road, Suite B
Jackson, Mississippi 39213
Phone: 601-981-7211
Fax:     601-982 7215
E-mail: rmpugh@mphca.com

Ray Williams
Enterprise Corporation of the 
Delta
222 N President Street Suite 
200
Jackson, Mississippi 399213
Phone: 601-944-4177
Fax:     601-944-0808
E-mail: rwilliams@ecd.org

Arkansas
Kate Stewart MD MPH
College of Public Health 
Room 2243
4301 W Markham Street Slot 
820
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
Phone: 501-526-6625
Fax:     501-526-6620
E-mail: stewartmaryk@uams.
edu

Amy Rossi MSW

South Carolina
Graham Adams PhD, 
Secretary
SC Office of Rural Health
220 Stoneridge Drive Suite 402
Columbia, South Carolina 
29210
Phone: 803-771-2810
Fax:     803-771-4213
E mail: adams@scorh.net

Mark Jordan
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Arkansas Center for Health 
Improvement
5800 West 10th Street Suite 
710
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204
Phone: 501-660-7566
Fax:     501-660-7543
E-mail: rossiamyl@uams.edu

SC DHEC
Office of Primary Care
1751 Calhoun Street
Columbia, South Carolina 
29201
Phone: 803-898-0766
Fax:     803-898-0455
E-mail: jordanma@dhec.sc.
gov

Georgia
VACANT
Office of Rural Health 
Services
502 7th Street South
Cordele, Georgia 31015-1443
Phone: 229-401-3090
Fax:    229-401-3077
E-mail:

Andre Thomas
Rural Enrichment & Access 
Program
Mercer University School of 
Medicine
1550 College Street
Macon, Georgia 31207
Phone: 478-301-2247
Fax:     478-301-2188
E-mail: thomas_a@mercer.
edu

Texas
Steven R. Shelton MBA, PA-
C, Chair
East Texas Area Health 
Education Center
University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston
301 University Boulevard
Galveston Texas 77555-1056
Phone: 409-772-7884
Fax:     409-772-7886
E-mail: steve.shelton@utmb.
edu

Camille Miller
Texas Institute for Health 
Policy Research
PO Box 15587
Austin, Texas 78761-5587
Phone: 512-455-1041
Fax:     512-453-1267
E-mail: 
cmiller@healthpolicyinstitute.
org
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Louisiana
Marsha Broussard MPH
Louisiana Southern Rural 
Access Program
Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center
1600 Canal Street 8th floor
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112
Phone: 504-568-6893
Fax:     504-568-6905
E-mail: mbrous5@lsuhsc.edu

Kristy H. Nichols MS
Department of Health & 
Hospitals
Bureau of Primary Care & 
Rural Health
PO Box 2870
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-
2870
Phone: 225-342-9531
Fax:     225-342-5839
E-mail: knichols@dhh.la.gov

West Virginia
Sharon Lansdale RPH, MS
Center for Rural Health 
Development, Inc
500 Westmoreland Office 
Center, Suite 201A
Dunbar, West Virginia 25064
Phone: 304-766-1591
Fax:     304-766-1597
Email: sharon.
lansdale@wvruralhealth.org

Bret Chandler
Appalachian Health Solutions
500 Westmoreland Office 
Center
Dunbar, West Virginia 25064
Phone: 304-766-1596
Fax:
E-mail: Bret.
chandler@appalhealth.org
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